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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNSEL 


FOR CHILDREN 

AFFILIATES

NACC Affiliates help fulfill the mission of the national association, while providing members the opportunity to be more directly and effectively involved on the local level.  The following is a listing of NACC Affiliate contacts throughout the country.  If you are interested in participating in NACC activities on the local level, or merely want some regular contact with other child advocates, please contact the organizations or individuals listed in your area.   If there is no contact in your area, please contact the national office in Denver or one of the Affiliate Committee Mentors listed below.  The formation of an NACC affiliate is simple, and we can provide you with an affiliate development packet to get you started.

NACC NATIONAL OFFICE

The Imhoff Pavilion, Suite 340

1825 Marion Street

Denver, CO  80218

303/864-5320

Fax 303/864-5351


E-mail: Advocate@NACCchildlaw.org    

Home Page:  http://NACCchildlaw.org

Marvin Ventrell

NACC Executive Director

Lisa Hintze

Affiliate Coordinator

Benefits to Becoming an NACC Affiliate
1.
The National Association of Counsel for Children is the only national membership

organization focused specifically on the development of pediatric law and the 

improvement of legal representation of children.

2.
Local affiliates benefit from the NACC's national level networking and resources.

3.
Members receive discounts on timely publications and NACC conferences.

4.
The local affiliate receives $10 from the NACC for each affiliate member.

5.
Belonging to a national organization provides a structure of continuity and prestige

beneficial to a local affiliate.

6.
The Board of Directors of the NACC has created a Speaker's Bureau of nationally

recognized speakers available to local affiliates for help with program planning.

8.
Local affiliates can become involved in state legislative issues and make a significant

impact.

9.
Affiliates can have a beneficial impact on improving the professional standards

of juvenile law practice in their own communities.

10.
Members of local affiliates enjoy professional support and encouragement to meet

the challenges faced as child advocates.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF COUNSEL FOR CHILDREN 

POLICIES AND PROCEDURES GOVERNING AFFILIATE FORMATION AND OPERATION

1.
Purpose of Affiliates
A.
Affiliates of NACC shall be organized primarily for the purpose of pursuing the aims

and purposes of the corporation as specified in Article 2.00 of the NACC Bylaws.  Affiliates are prohibited from engaging in direct legal representation, although an affiliate may engage in policy advocacy and enter cases as amicus curiae.

2.
Size of Affiliates 
A.
To be eligible for certification as a local affiliate, a minimum of 20 NACC members must support development of a local affiliate.  New NACC members may be included in the charter group of 20 members.

B.
Membership in the local affiliate shall be limited to individuals ascribing to the goals and purposes of NACC.

3.
Membership Dues
A.
Affiliates are eligible to receive from the NACC dues reimbursement of $10 per affiliate member annually.  Chartered affiliates will be rebated based on affiliate members checking the affiliate dues box on their member renewal form on or before January 31 for the preceding calendar year.

4.
Organization and Governance
A.
Organization and governance of the local affiliate shall be based on democratic principles.

B.
When requested by the NACC Board of Directors, the operations of local affiliates shall 

be subject to review by the NACC Board.

C.
Local affiliates may elect to independently incorporate under the laws of their respective

states.  Local affiliates may not for any purposes use the federal tax identification number of the National Association of Counsel for Children.  Local affiliates should obtain an independent 501(c)(3) status with the IRS.

5.
Development of a Draft Local Charter    

The Local Charter is the equivalent of the organization's bylaws.  At a minimum, the Charter needs

to state:  (1) the name of the affiliate,  (2)  its purpose,  (3) that it is an affiliate of NACC,  (4) criteria for membership and for termination of membership,  (5) what constitutes a quorum,  and (6) the number of Directors and officers of the affiliate,  their terms of office, and procedures for their election.

The Charter should also indicate interim Board and officers whose terms shall not exceed one year and who shall guide the local affiliate over an interim start-up phase prior to the first official membership meeting and democratic election of leadership.  Local coordinators are strongly encouraged to consult with the national office of NACC as part of this process, and to submit to NACC a draft version of the Local Charter before initiating step 6, below.

6.
Petition NACC For Approval of Local Charter
Once the Local Charter has been drafted, the affiliate needs to obtain the signatures of a minimum of 20 members of NACC residing or working in the state or region on a petition that requests that NACC approve the Local Charter and establish the local affiliate.  The petition and the copy of the proposed Local Charter should be sent to the Executive Director of NACC who may  grant provisional approval of the charter pending action by the Board of NACC.

7.
Revoking Certification of NACC Affiliates   

The National Association of Counsel for Children reserves the right to revoke certification of a local affiliate  when its become apparent that the purposes or activities of the local affiliate are contrary to the aims and purposes of the NACC as specified in Article 2.00 of the NACC Bylaws.  Any revocation will be done by a majority vote of the NACC Board of Directors.

8.
Liability of NACC for Local Affiliates
The National Association of Counsel for Children will not be responsible for any liabilities incurred by local affiliates.  All fiscal matters and activities of the affiliates will be separate and independent from the NACC.


Charter


Of

__________________________________________________________________


A Chapter Of The


National Association Of Counsel For Children

article 1.0 - Name

The name of the Affiliate shall be the                                   of the National Association of Counsel for Children (         -NACC), ["Chapter"].

article 2.0 - Purpose

The purposes for which the organization is formed are:

2.1
To provide training, education and support for attorneys, Guardian ad litem,  Court Appointed Special Advocates, and others who advocate for children; to support the regulation of legal professionals and others who represent children in court or similar proceedings;  to assure that such representation is competent; and to support the position of children through amicus curiae briefs and consultation or advice on statutory or administrative matters, in any manner and through any activity not in conflict with the laws of the State of New Hampshire or of the United States of American or of any state in which such activities are being conducted.

2.2
To do everything necessary, proper, advisable or convenient to accomplish the stated or incidental purposes permitted for organizations described in Section 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code and not forbidden by any applicable law or the Articles of Incorporation of these by-laws.

article 3.0 - Affiliation With NACC

The undersigned members of the Chapter hereby petition the NACC for approval as an affiliated association, in accordance with Article 3.0 of the By-Laws of the NACC (amended May 16, 1992) and the NACC Policies and Procedures Governing Affiliate Formation, both of which are incorporated by reference.

article 4.0 - Membership

4.1 
There shall be one class of membership in the Chapter:  A member is one who is in good standing of the NACC and in compliance with the provision of Article 5.

4.2
Termination:  A member may be terminated from the Chapter as a consequence of the following:  non-payment of dues;  actions taken on behalf of the Chapter which exceed the authority granted by the Board of Directors.  Upon request, the Board of Directors shall convene a hearing consonant with democratic processes and may remove a member from the organization for good cause.

article 5.0 - Chapter Dues

The Board of Directors of this Chapter shall fix the amount of annual dues.

article 6.0 - Powers of Government

6.1
The power of the Chapter shall be vested in its members in good standing present at any annual or special meeting, provided that the members present at any such meeting may refer any matter to the entire membership of the Chapter for a vote by mail.  A majority shall control in meetings or by mail unless otherwise expressly provided.

6.2
The Board of Directors ("Board") shall manage the affairs of the Chapter except as otherwise provided in these by-laws and subject to the power of the members as provided in Paragraph 6.1.  The Board may refer such matters to the members of the Chapter as it deems necessary or appropriate, together with its recommendations for proposed action.  Any inconsistencies or ambiguities in the By-Laws shall be decided by the Board.

6.3
The Board shall consist of a minimum of seven (7) and a maximum of fifteen (15) directors who shall be elected for a term of three (3) years by the membership at large.   The Board may increase or decrease the number of directors by amendment of these By-Laws, provided that no decrease shall have the effect of shortening the term of any incumbent director.  The initial Board shall be established by electing the directors for terms of one (1), two (2), or three (3) years in order to assure new membership as well as continuity of membership.

6.4
The Board shall elect four (4) of its members to serve as officers of the Chapter.  The officers shall be President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The officers shall serve for a term of one year.   The term served as officer shall include one year of the three years to be served as director.

6.5
The Board shall meet at least annually and at any other time upon notice given by the President or any four (4) members of the Board.   The Board shall transact business only at regular or special meetings at which a majority of the total membership of the Board is present.  The President or any four (4) members of the Board may refer any matters to the entire membership for a vote by mail.

6.6
The Board shall have the power to fill any vacancy on the Board or any office or position of the Chapter, the Board of any committee, regardless of whether such vacancy is an elected or appointed office or position.  Any such appointee to the vacancy shall serve the unexpired term.   Unexcused absences from any two (2) consecutive Board meetings, as determined by a majority of the Board, shall be grounds for declaring that Board member's position vacant.

6.7
The Executive Committee of the Board shall consist of the President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.  The Executive Committee shall perform such duties and have such powers as may be delegated to its by the Board and shall conduct the business of the Board between Board meetings.

article 7.0 - Officers

7.1
The officers shall be chosen from among, and by, the members of the Board and shall be a President, Vice-President, Secretary and Treasurer.

7.2
All officers shall perform the duties usually performed by such officers and set forth in these By-Laws.

7.3
The President shall preside at all meetings of the Chapter and Board, shall be an ex-officio member of all committees and shall have the power to delegate supervisory duties for Chapter committees to other members of the Chapter.

7.4
The Vice-President shall perform duties as assigned by the President.

7.5
The Treasurer shall keep an accurate roll of the members, shall collect and disburse all funds and accounts, and shall report to the Board on the financial condition of the Chapter whenever directed.  The books and accounts of the Treasurer shall at all times be subject to examination by the Board or by any committee appointed for that purpose.

7.6
The Secretary shall keep a record of the proceedings of all meetings of the Chapter, the Board and the Executive Committee, shall keep an accurate roll of all members, shall issue notices of all meetings and shall conduct the correspondence of the Chapter.

article  8.0 -  Elections

 
8.1
Board of Directors:  The Board shall be elected by closed ballot of the Chapter membership each June.  Board members shall take office July 1 to serve for three (3) years or until their successors assume office.

8.2
Nominations for the elected Board members shall be made by committee.  The Secretary shall notify the membership of the appointment of the Nominating Committee and invite them to submit in writing the names of persons they propose for consideration.  Four (4) members shall be appointed by the President and approved by the Board at least ninety (90) days before the election. The President shall be a fifth, ex officio member of the committee.

8.3
At least thirty (30) days before the annual meeting, the Nominating Committee shall report the nominations to the Secretary.   The Secretary shall send the list of nominees to all members at least fifteen (15) days before the election.

8.4
Officers:  Officers shall be elected by a majority of the Board by closed ballot each June.  Officers shall take office after the beginning of the next membership year to serve for one year or until their successors assume office.

article  9.0 -  Meetings 

9.1 
The annual meeting of the Board shall be held at such time as the Board may determine.
9.2
Except as otherwise agreed by members in attendance and in accordance with democratic processes, meetings shall be conducted according to parliamentary rules as prescribed by Robert's Rule of Order.

article  10.0 -  Amendments

These By-Laws and the Articles of Incorporation of the Chapter may be amended as follows:

10.1
Chapter meetings:   Amendments may be adopted at any meeting of the Chapter by majority vote of members present, provided prior thirty (30) days written notice of the proposed amendment was mailed to all members.

10.2
Board meetings:  Amendments may be adopted at a Board meeting by a two-thirds (2/3) vote of members present.  The unanimous consent of members present is required to consider an amendment, unless prior thirty (30) days written notice of the proposed amendment was mailed to all members.

PETITION OF

       
For Approval as an Affiliate of the 


National Association of Counsel for Children
The undersigned individuals (a minimum of 20 members of the NACC residing or working in the state or region in which the affiliate is forming)  as charter members of ______________________________________________,  a prospective affiliate of the NACC, hereby petition the National Association of Counsel for Children (NACC) to approve the attached Charter for affiliation.
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Articles of Incorporation


of


NACC Affiliate Name

ARTICLE I.

The name of this Corporation shall be NACC AFFILIATE NAME.

ARTICLE II.

The principal place of business of the corporation is AFFILIATE ADDRESS.

ARTICLE III.

The names and addresses of the incorporators of this Corporation are:


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF INCORPORATORS


(See state law requirements for number required)

ARTICLE IV.

A.
The purposes for which the Corporation is formed are to be a professional membership organization operating as a local affiliate of the National Association of Counsel for Children (NACC), and operating exclusively for charitable and educational purposes, and to conduct all lawful business permitted in furtherance of such purposes.  The Corporation shall be dedicated to the furtherance of the health, safety and welfare of children.  The Corporation shall adopt no policy or bylaw or engage in any act in violation of applicable policies of the NACC.

B.
No part of the net earnings of the Corporation shall issue to the benefit of or be distributed to its Board of Directors, officers, or other private purposes, except for reasonable compensation for services rendered, in furtherance of the purposes set forth in paragraph A of this Article.

C.
The Corporation shall comply with the applicable statutes and rules pertaining to its corporate and tax status, including relevant restrictions in Sections 170 (c)(2) or 501 (c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.

ARTICLE V.
This Corporation shall be a non-profit corporation and shall have no stock.  This Corporation shall be a membership Corporation, with criteria for membership consistent with the applicable membership policies of the NACC.   All members of the Corporation shall be members in good standing of the NACC.

ARTICLE VI.
The time of commencement of the existence of this Corporation shall be the date of approval by the STATE CORPORATION COMMISSION NAME and the duration of the corporate existence shall be perpetual (check state law regarding durational limits).

ARTICLE VII.  The affairs of the Corporation shall be conducted by a Board of Directors, there being a minimum number of (check state requirements for the minimum number of directors for a non-profit corporation) directors, or  greater number as provided by the By-Laws of the Corporation.  At a meeting held (DATE OF MEETING) the following persons were elected as Directors of this Corporation, to hold office until the next annual meeting and until their successors are duly elected and qualified:


NAMES AND ADDRESSES OF INITIAL BOARD MEMBERS
The annual meeting of the Corporation shall be held on (STATE TIME FOR MEETING, SUCH AS THE THIRD MONDAY IN JANUARY)  each year unless changed by a majority vote of the Board of  Directors.

ARTICLE VIII.   The private property of the directors and officers of the Corporation shall be forever exempt from its debts and obligations.

ARTICLE IX.
Upon the dissolution of the Corporation, the Board of Directors shall, after paying or making provisions for the payment of all the liabilities of the Corporation, dispose of all the assets of the Corporation in such manner, or to such organization or organizations organized and operated exclusively for charitable, educational, or scientific purposes as shall at the time qualify as an exempt organization or organizations under Section 501(c)(3) of the Internal Revenue Code of 1954.

ARTICLE X.
The initial By-Laws of the Corporation shall be adopted and approved by the initial Board of Directors.  Thereafter, the By-Laws may be changed by a majority vote of the members present at a general membership meeting or returning mail ballots sent to all members in good standing.

ARTICLE XI.
(FILL IN STATUTORY AGENT'S NAME, ADDRESS, AND ANY RESIDENCY REQUIREMENTS OR OTHER PREREQUISITES OF THE STATE) is appointed as Statutory Agent for the Corporation.

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

_________________________________________________________

State of   State Name }

County of County Name}

The foregoing Articles of Incorporation of Affiliate Name were acknowledged before me by the Incorporators this  _____day of                                  (month and year go here). 

__________________________________________________________

Notary Public

My commission expires:

(*Affiliates must consult with local statutes on  non-profit incorporation before filing these Articles)
Amended June 1, 2000
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